
Be the first to hear about free 
events and exhibitions at the 
Crick, from art-science 
workshops to film screenings 
and family days. Sign up to our 
mailing list by emailing 
engage@crick.ac.uk   
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REQUIRES A  
PEN OR PENCIL

30  
MINS

3-11 

Explore and learn about the 
Crick on our activity trail! 

ACTIVITY 
TRAIL

Do try 
this at 
home!

Looking for more fun activities to do as a family? Visit 
our online Family Zone and find our latest experiments 
and virtual events.

OSSUL-
STON   ST

A502
                                   

 M
IDLAN

D RD 

  GRANARY SQ

PAN
CR

AS ROAD

GOODS WAY

                             

 PU
R

CH
ESE   ST

  CHALTON  ST

  BRILL  PL

St 
Pancras

British 
Library

Story 
Garden

King’s Cross 
& St Pancras

  OSSULSTON   ST  

DANGOOR WALK

Francis Crick 
Institute

Living 
Centre

 1

 2

 3  4

5

The Crick is a research institute in King’s 
Cross, where 1500 scientists and support staff 
work together to better understand how our 
bodies work, and discover more about how we 
can treat, diagnose and prevent diseases.

Public toilets  
are located in  
St Pancras station 

You can go in to the Story 
Garden for a picnic lunch (open 
Tuesday-Sunday 10:00-15:00)  
or in Granary Square. 

We’d love to know how you get 
on with this trail! Take a selfie  
in front of the Crick, share it  
on Instagram and tag us  
@TheFrancisCrickInstitute

https://www.crick.ac.uk/whats-on/public-events/family-zone/


 1   LABS
There are almost 100 different 
labs at the Crick. If you stand 
here you can look into one 
of them. Inside the Crick, 
scientists are working to 
expand what we know about 
how the human body works. 
Can you spot any of them at work? 

How many floors can you see in the building?

The Crick is 170 meters long and 50 meters wide. 

How many steps do you think it will take to walk 
the width of the Crick (along Ossulston Street)? 

Count your steps as you go from stop 1 to stop 2 on the 
activity trail. Were you right? 

 2   COMMUNITY GARDEN
The Crick’s community garden is looked after by the London 
Wildlife Trust who make sure that there are nice plants for 
everyone to enjoy all year round. Plants are a very important 
part of our environment and come in lots of different  
sizes, shapes and colours. Have a look around.  

What do plants need to grow?

What kinds of flowers and leaves can you spot? 
Choose one to draw here:

 3   A DROP OF HOPE 
Check out our poetry rainbow on Brill Place! What colours 
can you spot? Which is your favourite? 

Can you find out which languages the poems are written in?

 4   PARADIGM 
Paradigm was made by an artist 
called Conrad Shawcross and is one of 
the tallest public sculptures in central 
London. Look out for the sign next to 
Paradigm, it will give you clues to the 
answers to the following questions! 

Paradigm is a twisting stack of which of these shapes? 
Circle the shape it looks like below. 

What this shape called?  

5   THE CRICK 
The Crick is the biggest biomedical research 
facility under a single roof in Europe!

People come from all over the world to work 
at the Crick. How many different countries  
do you think they come from? 

Which building do you think has the most rooms 
– the Crick or Buckingham Palace (tick)?

VS

FINAL CHALLENGE 
Scientists at the Crick are working to 
understand what makes our bodies amazing. 
Can you think of one thing that makes your 
body amazing? Talk to your group about your 
ideas – are any of them similar? 

My body is amazing because...

How tall is Paradigm (in metres)?

 6 (as tall as a giraffe) 

 10 (as tall as a telegraph pole)

 14 (as tall as a Brachiosaurus)

Answers: 1 The Crick has 5 floors of labs above ground and also 4 floors underground 2 Light, water, air and a suitable temperature  
3 English, Bengali and Somali 4 14 metres tall. The first shape – a tetrahedron (a triangular pyramid) 5 The Crick has more rooms – 1553, 
twice as many as Buckingham Palace. Crick staff come from 70 different countries.  

Have a 
guess!

Time to 
draw!

Time to 
count!

Do you 
know?
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